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Welcome to our 2010 Annual Report and Honor Roll of Donors!
Each year, AA&MDSIF summarizes its activity across all program areas, making clear that its mission—
bringing answers, support and hope to patients and families—is achieved through a variety of means. 
Established in 1983 as a patient-centered organization, our focus continues to be on serving patients and families – meeting 
their needs for educational and support services after receiving the life-changing diagnosis of aplastic anemia, myelodysplastic 
syndromes (MDS) or paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria (PNH). Over the past 28 years, our mission of fi ghting bone 
marrow failure diseases has evolved to providing answers, support and hope for the thousands of patients and families 
living with and beyond these diseases – and the 50+ people (in the U.S. alone) who are diagnosed each and every day. 

In July 2010, AA&MDSIF’s Board of Directors adopted a bold set of strategic 
priorities for the next three years. They are designed to put vital disease and 
treatment information into patients hands more quickly; expand the network 
of health professionals who understand these diseases and refer patients to 
AA&MDSIF for assistance; and increase awareness and dollars for research into 
better treatments and a cure. These strategic priorities are detailed throughout this 
annual report with stories of our accomplishments during 2010, as well as our plans 
for 2011 and beyond. 

We are a small organization with a great vision for how we can reach more patients, 
families and health professionals with expanded and much-needed programs and 
services. As you’ll see in this report, we have an ambitious programmatic agenda 
for 2011. Our goals include:

• Expanding Communities of Hope to bring patients and families together 
in their hometowns 

• Educating more people in a timely and effective way through our Online 
Learning Center and regional Patient and Family Conferences 

• Increasing knowledge about acquired bone marrow failure diseases 
among community hematologists/oncologists

• Securing more public and private dollars for clinical research that 
will lead to treatment advances

These programs will increase AA&MDSIF’s annual expense budget for FY2011 to $2.97 million, with revenue budgeted 
for $3.13 million. You can help us reach our goals by increasing your level of annual support, asking your family and 
friends to join you with their support, and considering how you might make a major gift that will fund an item on our Gift 
Opportunities List (see p. 14) refl ective of your commitment and interests in our mission. We welcome the opportunity to 
talk with you, or those you know, about making a gift, hosting a fundraising event, or raising awareness in your community.

AA&MDSIF is pleased to provide a fi nancial overview as part of our public commitment as a 501(c)3 charitable 
organization. In FY2010, our most recently audited year, AA&MDSIF received $2.4 million in charitable contributions 
and support and used more than 81% of its funds for programs and services. 

We are proud that for the 6th consecutive year we have received the top rating of 4 stars from Charity Navigator, 
America’s largest independent evaluator of charities. Visit www.AAMDS.org and go to the Charity Navigator link 
for additional fi nancial information, to request a copy of our most recent audit, or to learn more about ways to give 

an annual or planned gift to fund AA&MDSIF programs and services.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you for your continued commitment to the thousands of patients and families 
who benefi t from AA&MDSIF’s work annually and the more than 15,000 patients in the U.S., and thousands more abroad, 
who will be newly diagnosed this year.

Neil Horikoshi
Chair, AA&MDSIF Board of Directors

  34% Patient Education & Support
  30% Health Professional Education 

 and Awareness
  12% Medical Research
  6% Advocacy
  8% Management

  10% Fundraising

AA&MDSIF Use of Funds for 
Programs and Services 
(Audited FY2010)
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 Patient Education
Keeping Patients and Families Informed
AA&MDSIF provides patients and families the highest 
quality materials, programs and services, serving as their 
resource of choice for learning about bone marrow failure 
diseases.

Patient and Family Conferences Reach More Patients
“I’ve devoured every word on MDS that I can get my hands on 
since I was diagnosed a few months ago. My sole need is just to talk 
to other people with MDS. And I fi gure this conference will be the 
place to do it.”  – Kristi, MDS Survivor

In 2010, AA&MDSIF live events expanded to include 
three one-day MDS conferences that were accompanied 
by aplastic anemia updates. The overwhelming success 
of these regional events, which allowed patients to 
meet peers who live in their community, led us to make 
conferences even more accessible to patients with fewer 
costs, shorter planning time, and more benefi ts.

Online Learning Center (OLC) Expands Options 
“The live and archived webcasts and interviews are an invaluable 
source of information about bone marrow failure diseases such as 
mine.”  – Patricia, MDS Survivor

AA&MDSIF expanded the number of topics and presenters 
in 2010 through the OLC to give patients and families 
immediate and convenient access to educational programs 
about their diseases and treatment options.  More than 70 
programs were viewed more than 11,000 times by patients, 
families, friends, and health professionals. This is an increase 
of 37% in viewership in the OLC’s second year.  

Central to the OLC is an interactive learning module 
on “Blood and Bone Marrow Basics”. Among the most 
viewed topics presented as live webinars and recorded 
webcasts in 2010 were “Advances in Treatment: Emerging 
Therapies for Bone Marrow Failure Diseases”, “Aplastic 
Anemia 101”, “Managing Fatigue in Bone Marrow Failure 
Diseases”, and “MDS Treatment: Options and Issues”.

Easy-to-Read Materials Quickly Bring Answers 
“I have MDS and I just want to thank you for the informative 
wonderful literature that you have sent me. I read through 
some of it last night and it really cleared up a lot of things for 
me.”  – Michael, MDS Survivor

AA&MDSIF is dedicated to shortening the period between 
the doctor’s diagnosis and a patient’s knowing that 
AA&MDSIF is the place to turn for answers, support and 
hope.  By providing more information online, we are giving 
newly diagnosed patients and families fast access to the 
basics about their disease and treatment options.  For those 
who use the Internet, access is immediate; for those who 
prefer printed materials, a Patient Education Packet arrives 
by Priority Mail, free of charge, in less than 48 hours.  In 2010, 
more than 1,000 packets were sent by mail, with thousands 
more viewing the information instantly online.  

2010 Annual Report 
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Stories of Hope 
When Duane Draper was diagnosed with MDS in July 2009, the 57-year-old 
father of two grown children was asymptomatic and didn’t even realize that 
there was a problem with his health. Though he had been feeling slightly more 
fatigued, he attributed it to aging and didn’t worry about it. However, during a 
physical, his physician did some routine blood work and discovered that all three 
of his blood counts were low.
“Initially, I was really surprised to learn that my blood counts were low,” says 
Draper. “I’ve always been really healthy, with no major health issues that people 
get, like high blood pressure or diabetes.” 
Duane’s wife, Lesley, was also surprised. “Everything we read about MDS was 
quite scary, because as far as we could tell, unless he got treatment, his prognosis 
was not very good - even though he seemed so healthy,” she says.
Read more about Duane’s experience at www.AAMDS.org/Hope

In December 2009, Duane 
and Lesley Draper received 
a very special Christmas 
present: an unrelated person 
agreed to donate marrow to 
treat Duane’s MDS.

Duane Draper, MDS Survivor

 Continued on page 10
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 Patient Support
Providing Assistance for All Seeking Help 
AA&MDSIF is working to develop communities of support 
in order build more sustainable relationships. 

  

Connecting Through the Peer Support Network
“As a PSN volunteer, I am giving hope.  Directing patients to 
resources, sharing my own experience and providing emotional 
support is key.  It felt great to be able to help someone else.”   
– Joan Banich, PSN volunteer

“Thank goodness we found you. I am grateful this network is 
available, since I cannot fi nd any local support group for my 
disease in my area.” – Anonymous, PSN participant

Our Peer Support Network (PSN) is a national network 
of volunteers including patients, caregivers, and family 
members willing to listen and offer comfort and support to 
others. Volunteers may share personal experiences, coping 
strategies, problem solving skills, and informational resources. 
Currently, there are 50 trained PSN volunteers. 

Building Communities of Hope
The 2010 launch of Hope, Steps & A Cure walks in Austin 
and Los Angeles led to the development of Communities 
of Hope. These are volunteer-led local groups, working 
together with AA&MDSIF staff, to connect patients and 
families with each other to provide peer support and 
raise awareness and funds for AA&MDSIF programs.  

AA&MDSIF
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PATIENT EDUCATION 2011 and Beyond… 
• AA&MDSIF is holding six regional patient and 

family conferences in 2011 in Phoenix, Boston, 
Cleveland, San Francisco, Minneapolis and 
Tampa.  Special programs include concerns of 
veterans and parents of pediatric patients.

• Standing Up For Your Health was launched in 2011. 
This program shows what effective self-advocates 
do to make sure they receive their best care and 
treatment. 

• The Online Learning Center will include new 
interactive learning modules on PNH and aplastic 
anemia. Interviews with experts will range 
from “The Importance of Having a Long-Term 
Care Plan” and “Making Treatment Decisions 
in Higher-Risk MDS” to “Managing Sleep and 
Fatigue”.

• Patient materials will include Spanish language 
translations and topics developed to help patients 
improve their treatment adherence and know 
more about their blood counts. 

 Patient Education Continued

Sharing Knowledge and Compassion 
In 2010, AA&MDSIF’s Patient Educator responded to over 
1,000 phone calls and another 1,000 emails from patients and 
families asking questions, wanting information on clinical 
centers, requesting a peer support network volunteer, 
having concerns about their insurance coverage, seeking 
clarifi cation after a doctor’s visit, or simply needing someone 
to listen and comfort them. 

The top fi ve questions asked by patients are: 
• Are there any new treatments available? 
• How do I fi nd an expert in my area? 
• Are there fi nancial resources? 
• How do I decide between drug therapy and transplant? 
• What is the prognosis for my disease?   

What we learn from these conversations informs the 
development of new materials and programs, as well as 
Online Learning Center and patient and family conference 
topics.  It has resulted in an expansion of our Living Well 
topics and programs that now meet the needs of patients 
diagnosed years ago who are living with and beyond their 
bone marrow failure disease.  

  

PATIENT SUPPORT 2011 and Beyond… 
• The Peer Support Network is expanding to include 

more trained volunteers, responding to the support 
requests of more patients and family members. 

• Communities of Hope are developing in new cities, 
particularly where regional conferences are being 
held; the number of volunteers is increasing as the 
word spreads. 
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 Professional Education
Engaging Healthcare Professionals 
AA&MDSIF seeks to decrease a patient’s time to defi nitive 
diagnosis and treatment, and improve clinical outcomes by 
increasing awareness and understanding of bone marrow 
failure diseases among healthcare providers.   

Connecting with Nurses
“Thank you for your generosity in supplying information to us 
free of charge. It makes a big difference at our cancer center when 
we receive a new patient and they are anxious for information. 
I wish all the people making donations to the foundation could 
see how much of a difference they are making.”
  – Judy, RN, OCN

1,200+ nurses, oncology nurses and nurse practitioners 
learned more about AA&MDSIF and bone marrow failure 
diseases by visiting with our staff at exhibits during four of 
the most signifi cant gatherings of nursing professionals – the 
Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) Congress, the Association 
of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Nurses Annual 
Meeting, the National Association of Nurse Navigators 
annual conference and the Oncology Nursing Society 
Institute of Learning.  AA&MDSIF also reached out to nurses 
regionally through ONS chapter and state meetings, and 
continuing medical education (CME) webcasts for nurses in 
the AA&MDSIF Online Learning Center.

Educating Hematologists 
A standing room only crowd of 750+ hematologists 
from around the world participated in an AA&MDSIF-
sponsored satellite symposium, “MDS:  Actively Treating 
the Disease and Aggressively Supporting the Patient”, 
at the 2010 Annual Meeting of the American Society of 
Hematology (ASH), which AA&MDSIF co-sponsored 
with the Cleveland Clinic Taussig Cancer Center.

400+ hematologists and health professionals learned 
more about AA&MDSIF as their “Partner in Patient Care” 
when they met with AA&MDSIF staff at our exhibit at 
the ASH conference. 

Introducing the eInsider for Health Professionals 

This new quarterly electronic newsletter helps keep 
health professionals up-to-date on treating bone marrow 
failure diseases and the services offered by AA&MDSIF.  
The fi rst issue was sent to over 10,000 physicians, nurses, 
researchers and other allied professionals as a free 
subscription.

Providing Continuing Medical Education 

AA&MDSIF produced a webinar entitled “MDS: Expert 
Updates from Recent Data.” It featured a roundtable 
discussion for medical professionals who treat MDS patients. 
Three AA&MDSIF Medical Advisory Board members 
reported on the most important new information presented 
at recent hematology conferences.

AA&MDSIF
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PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 

2011 and Beyond… 
• A new “app” (mobile application) will be made 

available as a prognostic tool for physicians, 
improving their understanding of best treatment 
options based on the severity of the patient’s MDS.

• AA&MDSIF will co-sponsor a series of programs 
in Chicago with the Myeloproliferative 
Neoplasms Research Foundation entitled “MDS/
MPN Rounds.”  These programs, planned in 
cooperation with the fi ve major medical centers 
in Chicago, will be a forum for health care 
professionals to learn the latest advances in the 
fi eld through interactive case studies presented by 
experts in MDS and MPN.  

• For the fourth consecutive year, AA&MDSIF 
will sponsor a satellite symposium at the annual 
meeting of the American Society of Hematology.  
This year’s program is titled “Successes in Bone 
Marrow Failures”, and an attendance of over 700 
hematologists and allied health professionals is 
expected.

• AA&MDSIF will initiate a campaign to directly 
educate community hematologists/oncologists 
about diagnosing and treating MDS and how 
AA&MDSIF can be their partner in patient 
care.  This program will include resources for 
counseling MDS patients about their disease and 
their treatment options and continuing education 
opportunities for health professionals.
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 Research
Pushing the Boundaries of the Science by 
Supporting Research and Sharing Results 
AA&MDSIF promotes and advances basic, translational 
and clinical research related to bone marrow failure diseases 
by maintaining a focused and strategic role in directly 
funding research and advocating for federal and private 
research dollars.  

Scientifi c Symposium
“Your Scientifi c Symposium was a great balance of clinical and 
science and made me realize the rapid progression of research.  As 
a result, I’ll be collaborating with another investigator and have 
generated new ideas and networks to advance my research.  I hope 
AA&MDSIF will raise more awareness and money to attract more 
researchers to study bone marrow failure diseases.” 
– 2010 Scientifi c Symposium Participant

AA&MDSIF sponsored the second Bone Marrow Failure 
Disease Scientifi c Symposium, “Building a Collaborative 
Research Community That Saves Lives,” in March 2010. 
Over 120 of the world’s leading experts gathered to 
determine future directions for research. This two-day 
program enabled these top researchers to learn from 
their colleagues, share the latest fi ndings, and explore 
how collaboration can improve the diagnosis, treatment, 
and cure for these life-threatening diseases.

Our Grants Support Research 
In 2010, a total of $240,000 was awarded to both new and 
established investigators who receive 2-year $60,000 grants. 
Since 1989, AA&MDSIF has given 51 researchers close to $3 
million in funding.  Four new grants were awarded in 2010 
thanks to the generosity of patients and families who have 
established named funds with AA&MDSIF:   

• AA&MDSIF Research Grant including support in 
memory of Mary-Pat Madden Greishaber and the 
MacGillivray family in memory of Erwin Umbach  
Awarded to Gregory A. Abel, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute for “Developing a Disease-Specifi c Measure 
for Quality of Life in Patients with Myelodysplastic 
Syndrome (MDS).” Dr. Abel and his team aim to 
develop an MDS-specifi c quality of life instrument 
through focus groups with patients and providers 
and to further refi ne the instrument by piloting it 
with MDS patients. 

• AA&MDSIF Harold Spielberg Research Grant 
Awarded to Muneoshi Futami, MD, Northwestern 
University for “The Mechanism for Myelodysplasia in 
Patients with Loss of Chromosome 7.” Dr. Futami has 
developed two special cell lines that display abnormal 
proliferation and defective maturation that characterize 
MDS cells. He will use these two cell lines to identify 
the biochemical changes that make the monosomy 
MDS cells different from normal blood cells. 

• AA&MDSIF Torry Yahn Research Grant  
Awarded to Ramon Tiu, MD, Cleveland Clinic 
for “LFA-3/CD2 Pathway: Potential Target for 
Immunosuppressive Therapy in Aplastic Anemia.” 
Dr. Tiu will conduct a clinical trial of a new drug, 
Alefacept®, in patients with aplastic anemia in whom 
the traditional treatments did not work. This trial 
will determine whether Alefacept® is effective and 
well tolerated. 

• AA&MDSIF Emily Kass Research Grant  
 “We created the Emily Matilda Kass Research Fund because 

as Emily would say, ‘It is the right thing to do.’ Emily would 
not want another child or family to go through what she did.  
We want the research done in Emily’s name, because I was 
always so proud of her and want nothing more than for her 
to be proud of me.”   

 – Susan Kass, Parent and AA&MDSIF Hope, Steps & 
A Cure Walk/Los Angeles Organizer

 Awarded to Christian Bellodi, PhD, University 
of California, San Francisco for “p53 Translation 
Control in Hematopoietic Stem Cell Quiescence and 
Differentiation.”  Dr. Bellodi aims to understand how 
impairments in the DKC1 gene alter hematopoietic 
stem cells’ behavior and to what extent this defect 
contributes to bone marrow failure.  

 2010 Annual Report   
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RESEARCH 2011 and Beyond… 
• The world’s leading researchers will again gather 

around the theme of collaboration at the third 
AA&MDSIF Scientifi c Symposium in March, 
2012, with added emphasis on attracting young 
investigators to pursue a career in bone marrow 
failure disease research.

• AA&MDSIF is expected to award at least four new 
research grants in 2011 totaling $240,000 over two 
years. (See page 6).

AA&MDSIF
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 Advocacy and Public Affairs
Sending a Clear Message to Capitol Hill
AA&MDSIF identifi es and pursues selected legislative 
and regulatory issues and opportunities at the federal 
level to advance and support research, treatment, and 
reimbursement related to bone marrow failure diseases.

Patient and Family Advocates
Congress received 4,229 messages from AA&MDSIF 
constituents in 2010.  4,545 online advocates are monitoring 
our legislation, urging their representatives to support 
key bills.  In July 2010, 75 patient and family members 
participated in our Capitol Hill Advocacy Day to urge 
passage of the Congressionally Directed Medical Research 
Program and HR1230. As a result, 62 House co-sponsors 
signed on before the bill died without passage by the Senate.

Congressionally Directed Medical Research 
Program (CDMRP)
Legislation was passed in 2010 to direct $4 million of the 
FY11 Department of Defense medical research budget to 
bone marrow failure diseases. Our advocates were key to 
its passage, and AA&MDSIF leadership participated in the 
committees determining research initiatives.

HR1230: the Bone Marrow Failure Disease 
and Treatment Act 
Though this bill was passed by the U.S. House of 
Representatives, the U.S. Senate unfortunately did not 
act on this legislation prior to its adjournment for 2010.    

 

AA&MDSIF
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ADVOCACY 2011 and Beyond… 
• HR640, a similar, but modifi ed version of the 

HR1230, means starting again to secure co-sponsors.  
Working with Representative Doris O. Matsui, whose 
late husband Congressman Robert Matsui died from 
MDS, AA&MDSIF remains committed to advocating 
for this important legislation. Major elements of this 
bill include: a national bone marrow failure disease 
registry; pilot studies through the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry; minority-focused 
programs; Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality grants.

• For FY2012, the total allocation for CDMRP has been 
dramatically reduced for all diseases.  Some funding 
is likely to occur, but probably at levels below 
FY2011.   

Dedicate a Day... ADD TO OUR 2011-2012 CALENDAR OF HOPE! 

• Fund patient and family programs

• $100 minimum gift per dedication 

• $250+ to receive a commemorative certifi cate

You can also send a photo and 50-word 
dedication to appear online. Dedications appear 
on the www.AAMDS.org homepage. Multiple 
dedications can appear on any given day. 

• Make your gift online at www.AAMDS.org/   
DonateNow

• Return the enclosed donation envelope 

• Learn more at www.AAMDS.org/Dedications



Awareness and 
Public Information         
Drawing Attention to Our Mission and Message
AA&MDSIF recognizes the importance of expanding 
awareness and understanding of bone marrow failure 
diseases among the general public.

Connecting through Social Media
Since July 2010, a Facebook community of more than 
1,800 patients, families and friends has developed.  This 
network provides them an easy way to seek advice, share 
their stories, and fi nd emotional support.

Providing Information through www.AAMDS.org
In 2010, www.AAMDS.org had approximately 9,000 
unique visitors each month.  This included visitors from 
all over the world, who accessed educational information 
on bone marrow failure diseases and news of the latest 
research. More than 20,000 subscribers receive the 
monthly eInsider electronic newsletter.

Involvement With Volunteer Events
Volunteers—patients, families, and friends—gave 
back to AA&MDSIF by getting involved in awareness 
and fundraising events in their communities. In 
2010, volunteers organized over 40 events with 2,400 
participants and about $200,000 raised, and quite a few 
of these events were led by fi rst time volunteers.  Events 
ranged from barbeques & auctions to golf tournaments 
to bike races to walks.  There were four walks as part 

of our national Hope, Steps & A Cure walk program.  
These highly successful walks did a great job of raising 
awareness for bone marrow failure disease as the lines of 
red-shirted participants walked enthusiastically through 
the streets of their communities.

“Just awesome! Such hope and happiness for all!”  
– Mary Alice, Tampa Florida, Parent of Pediatric Patient, 
Hope, Steps & A Cure Metro DC walk

“I feel very fortunate to be involved with so many people who 
care about this disease and fi nding a cure!  I really learned a 
lot – all the work that goes into this event – and the big payoff 
when it all comes together!”   
– Gigi, Lancaster, CA, Hope, Steps & A Cure 
Los Angeles walk
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AWARENESS PROGRAMS 

2011 and Beyond… 
• AA&MDSIF’s new Web site (launched July 2011) 

makes it easier for patients,  caregivers, health 
professionals, donors, and the media, to fi nd the 
information they are looking for.  

• Awareness Week activities will be expanded 
during the December 1-7 public education 
campaign about aplastic anemia, MDS and PNH.

• Volunteers are helping in the development of 
Communities of Hope support groups across the 
country. 

• Hope, Steps & A Cure walks and other volunteer-
led fundraising events are expanding in number, 
size, and funds raised.

ANNUAL
• Provides for all programs. Gifts of all amounts welcome.

YOUTH
• Young Survivors (ages 18-28) - $20,000/year
• For Kids Only (under age 18) - $25,000/year

SUPPORT 
• Peer Support Network - $5,000/year co-sponsor
• Communities of Hope - $15,000/community 
• “Hope, Steps & A Cure” Walks - $15,000/community 

EDUCATION 
• Online Learning Center - $10,000/year co-sponsor
• Patient Education Packets & Materials - $15,000/year
• Language Translation of Materials - $75,000/language

NEWS & INFORMATION 
• AAMDS.org Web site - $5,000/year co-sponsor
• Insider print newsletter (3/year) - $15,000/issue
• eInsider e-newsletter - $10,000/monthly issue 
• Health Professionals eInsider - $25,000/quarterly issue

PATIENT AND FAMILY CONFERENCES (6 PER YEAR)
• Standing Up For Your Health Programs - $5,000/conference
• Celebrations of Hope - $10,000/conference

RESEARCH
• Research is Hope Fund - $5,000+; may direct to aplastic anemia, 

MDS, or PNH research.
• Named Research Fund - $60,000 gift helps fund a 2-year research 

grant in your/your loved one’s name.
• Scientifi c Symposium - international collaborative meeting of 

leading researchers - $25,000 co-sponsor; $100,000 named sponsor

Donors will be thanked personally and publicly through the program 
they help fund. Major Giving Societies:  Chairman’s Circle ($100,000+) 
Visionaries ($50,000- $99,999) Trailblazers $25,000-$49,000) Catalysts 
($10,000-$24,999) Champions ($5,000-$9,999). 

For more information and additional opportunities, please contact our 
Development Director, Sandra Walter-Steinberg, at walter@aamds.org or 
(301) 279-7202 x104.

Consider How You Can Help Patients & Families through a Major Gift to AA&MDSIF

Calling All  Champions, Catalysts, Trailblazers and Visionaries!

2011 Gift Opportunities List

AA&MDSIF
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 2010 Honor Roll of Donors 
Our thanks to those individuals, corporations, foundations and organizations which made contributions to fund 
AA&MDSIF’s programs and services during 2010. We honor all of our generous supporters, with additional thanks 
to those who have $500 or more during the year.

Every effort has been made to accurately acknowledge all contributors who gave $500 or more cumulatively between January 
1, 2010 and December 31, 2010. If you would like to report an error or omission, please call Sandra Walter-Steinberg at (301) 
279-7202 x104 or email walter@aamds.org. We apologize for any inadvertent errors, and thank each of you for your generosity.

Chairman’s Circle ($100,000+)
Edward P. Evans Foundation
PNH Research & Support  
Foundation

Visionaries ($50,000- $99,999)
Estate of Florentine Camenisch
Shizue Spielberg & Vibratex, Inc.

Catalysts ($10,000-$24,999)
AA&MDSIF Michigan
James L. Eichberg Foundation
Landen Foundation

Champions ($5,000-$9,999)
Silvia Donovan
Herman Goldman Foundation
Mia Hamm Foundation
Deanne Kass
Kass Family Foundation
Robert & Brenda Plasse
John Schwartz
The Taubman Foundation
Stephanie Vendig
Donald & JoAnn Yahn

Benefactors ($1,000-$4,999)
AA&MDSIF New England
Anonymous 
Dean & Kimberly Assink
Bonnie Bargstedt
Bay Ridge Skin & Cancer 
Dermatology

Christina & David Beranek
Morton & Mrs. Tommie Bosniak
BP Matching Fund Program
Bruce Brickman
Hui Cao
CareFusion Foundation I
Marie Carroll
Anne Carry
Jonathan Cohn
Deborah & John Cook
John & Lili Damavandi
Rob Dressler
Susan Ekholm
Empire Livestock Marketing, 
LLC

Erie Runners Club
Scott & Dawn Faurie
Mark Fielding
George & Eleanor Filowick
Bart & Margaret Fisher
James & Sheila Fodge
Greg & Pam Forsyth
Jean & Ed Gary
Sally Gates
Robert Geary
John & Mary Jane Griffi th
Daniel & Michelle Haim
Ralph & Sally Hamaker
Bill & Stephanie Hamm
The Gordon Hartman Family 
Foundation

Gail Hendricks
Gunther & Frances Heussman
Neil & Allyn Horikoshi
John M. Huber 
Melissa Hughes
Jacqueline Hunt
Warren & Lauren Hunt
Richard Hurowitz
Kevin Ingram
Intuit Foundation
Investment Professionals for 
Charity

Ronald Iversen
Robert Jaeger
Werner Janer
Abraham & Kimberly Kader
Robert Kaplan
Susan Kass
Robert Kaufman
Kenney Family Foundation
Jack Kerth
Stephen King
Glen Kunofsky
Rita Kunofsky
Joan Latsko
Andy & Joyce Lee
Cindy Lewallen
Steve & Diane Liga
Vivian & Raymond Locke
Bryan Loewenthal
Albert Lumpe
Kevin & Jenny Lyons-Tarr
John & Maire MacLean
Marty Madden & John Logan
Charles & Merrilee Mancuso
Robert & Rosalia Martinez
Brian Matsui
McGraw-Hill Companies
Lorraine Meister
Nik Mendrygal
Gail & Mitchel Meyer
Microsoft Matching Gifts 
Program

John Minelli
Doris Moreland
Susan Morse Poynter
Judith Near
Elizabeth Nie
Oakview Activity Fund
Sandra & Robert Oglesby
Our Hike
Daryl & Tiffanie Papp
Alex & Lisa Minter Phakos
Deborah Rathke
Douglas & Linda Robinson
Phyllis & Sidney Rodbell
Helen Rowe
Jack & Judith Ryder
Crawford Sandefur
Ricky Sandler
Anthony & Briget Sanfi lippo
James Schwartz
Heather Sells
Robert Shaykin
Lesley Sigall

Scott Stoddard
Mark & Maureen Telle
Douglas Temple & Son Inc.
Theta Epsilon Sigma Chi 
Fraternity

Maryann Vaaler
Mary Elaine & Javier Valenzuela
Hildegarde Vallevand
The Vanguard Group
Margaret & Jon Wakefi eld
Samuel Walker
Allen & Susan Weaver
Jessica Winchenbach
Sue & Ray Winter
Kevin Yahn
Jan Zachry

Beacons ($500-$999)
AA&MDS Association of Canada
Jonathan Aaron
Vito Abbate
Joe & Barbara Ammerman
The Ammons Law Firm,LLP
Maryanne Arena
Brendon & Kristen Ball
John Baragiola
Catherine & Thomas Barnes
Donald & Gale Bennett
Clyde Bianchi
Ronald & Anna Blaessig
Thomas Bosse
Angela Brucks
Greg & Laurie Burke
John & Kristin Byrne
Joseph & Deanna Cacchione
Tom Calicchio
Charloma Inc
Churchville Moose Lodge #2244
Max Cialoni
Kit Clark
Suzanne & Tim Collins
Elizabeth Cristofalo
Terrence Donahue
Maureen & Chris Durack
Clara Ellert
Deborah Everdyke
Mary Farrington
James Fralick
Patricia Gawne
GE Foundation Matching Gifts 
Program

Edward & Agata Gliwa
Arthur & Marie Godfrey
Hannah Green
Jill Grim-Rhoads
Juliana Hains
Bryan Harkins
Lisa Harris
Clement & Marjorie Hausman
John & Kathleen Hedge
Phyllis Hetrick
Joseph Hodulik
Kathryn Hollister
Isabel Hughes

Curtis & Sally Jackson
Jewelers Mutual Charitable 
Giving Fund

Jewish Federation Metropolitan 
Detroit

JP Morgan Chase
Dorothy Kelso
John Klein
Charles Kory
Marjorie Landau
Rick Lee
Kathy Loeb
Charles & Katherine Lovatt
Joan Maes
Mary Meeusen
Monica Messner
Robin Miller
Jeffrey Miro
Gary Moross
Vincent Morrissette
The Mutual Fund Store
Jean Opatrny
Denis & Lyn O’Pray
Lisa Payne
Jeffrey Pearlman
John Pisacrita
John Plaga
Cheryl & Joe Polk
Rajeev Prabhakar
Melissa Preston
S.Y. & Amita Rajadhyaksha
Pablo Rodriguez
Gail Root
Jack Roth
Bruce Rule
Mark & Lori Schneider
Patti Scott
James & Mary Ann Sloand
Eaton Smith
Michael Solter
Carol Spear
Carol Stewart
John Stiener
Edward Sullivan
Nancy Swanson
Jane Theroux
EJ Treadway
Julie Triessl
John & Frances Varden
Darel Vick
Ken Vinzant
Parag Vora
John Waid
James Walker
Jeff Walker
Judith Wilhelmy
Lois Wilson
Charles Wright
Todd Wright
Rhoda Yee
Joseph Zirkman
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In addition to the gifts you give today and throughout your 
lifetime, taking the time to write AA&MDSIF into your will or 
to make any other planned/estate gift provides an enduring 
legacy of your personal interest and commitment to 
providing education, service and research for those facing 
bone marrow failure diseases. Ask your attorney to include 
this paragraph, specifi ed to your gift preferences, in your will:

I give, devise, and bequeath $________(amount) or _____% 
(percentage) to the Aplastic Anemia & MDS International 
Foundation (AA&MDSIF), 100 Park Avenue, Suite 108, Rockville, 

MD, 20850, a not-for-profi t corporation for its charitable uses 
as directed by its Board of Directors.
Please let us know if you’ve included AA&MDSIF in your will 
or estate plan, and we’ll be pleased to recognize you today 
in our Guardians of Hope Society with a special thank you.

To discuss your interests, learn more about making 
a bequest or other gift, or how to designate your gift 

for specifi c use, please call our Development Director, 
Sandra Walter-Steinberg at 301-279-7202 x104 or email at 
walter@aamds.org.

Write AA&MDSIF into Your Will...Become a Guardian of Hope

Corporate Leadership Circle
Our thanks to these pharmaceutical and scientifi c companies 
who are dedicated to helping AA&MDSIF support patients and 
families in their fi ght bone marrow failure diseases.

Platinum Level   Gold Level
Celgene   Alexion

Silver Level  Bronze Level
Novartis   MED-IQ
Amgen    4 Imprint, Inc.
   Genzyme Corporation

Named Program and Research* Funds 2010
Major support has been provided by family and friends 
to support special programs and medical research through 
AA&MDSIF in their loved ones’ names. We thank them all for 
their extraordinary commitment and resources to advance the 
understanding and search for cure for aplastic anemia, MDS, 
PNH and other bone marrow failure diseases.

Harry Carson Scholarship Fund   

Special Fundraising Events in 2010
Visionaries $30,000+          
*Taubman Asset Group Hope, Steps & A Cure 

- in honor of Leah Davidson, Bloomfi eld Hills, MI  
Torry Yahn BBQ and Auction to benefi t the Torry Yahn Research Fund 

- JoAnn & Don Yahn, Churchville, NY  

Patrons $10,000-$29,999          
Michigan AA&MDSIF Holiday Card Project 

- Jo Alley, Wolverine Lake, MI
Blood, Sweat & Cheers - Bernadette Catrabone, Erie, PA  
*Hope, Steps & A Cure/Austin Walk  - Stephanie Hamm, Monica 

Fairchild, Ginger Caron, Carmen Romo deVivar
*Hope, Steps & A Cure/Metro Washington, DC 
Jackson County Brevet in honor of Kelly Wilhite 

- Robert Wilhite, Atlanta, GA  
JLEF Golf Tournament in honor of James Eichberg 

- Andrew Eichberg, Bethesda, MD
*Hope, Steps & A Cure/Los Angeles  Walk  

- Stephanie Hamm, Ruth Cuadra, Susan Kass, Candy Stoutenborough, 
& LA Organizing Committee  

Benefactors $5,000-$9,999   
*Caring Car Cruise to benefi t the Holly Cataldo Research Fund

- Christina Beranek, Greensburg, PA 
Eve Haim’s Nascar Challenge

- Dan Haim & Family, Pocono Motor Speedway, PA

Judy Joyce Memorial Golf Tournament - Bob Plasse,  Woonsocket, RI

Friends $1,000-$4,999
*Firstgiving.com Campaign in memory of Aiden  

- Jessica Rumlow, Kingsland, GA  
*Firstgiving.com Campaign - Robert DePresco, Monroe Township, NJ
*Firstgiving.com Campaign in honor of Jeremy Taylor  

- Kimara Wilhite, Paoli, IN 
Michael Farreny Volleyball Tournament  

- Scott Sweeten  & Michelle Turner, Cherry Hill, NJ 
Catherine’s Craft Fair - Catherine MacLean, South Hamilton, MA  
Charity Golf Tournament  in memory of Jack Vaaler 

- Maryann Vaaler, Blanco, TX  
Our Hike for Bone Marrow Disease  - Robin Grapa , Phillips, WI 
TS Gates Memorial Run/Walk for AA&MDSIF 

in memory of Thomas Gates - Elizabeth Gates, Poquoson, VA  
House Party  - Phyllis McGovern, Winchester, VA

     *Firstgiving.com campaign

AA&MDSIF

Marissa Marie Amuso*
Jack Byrne*
Drew Carmichael*
Holly Cataldo*
Trinity Ewert*
PNH Foundation*
Steve and Joanna Janowiak*
Sam Jordan*
Emily Kass*
Caitlyn Langley*

MacGillivray*
Mary Pat Madden        
  Grieshaber*
Providing New Hope*
Pursuing New Hope*
Mary Lou Palacio*
Bradley Richard*
Donny Schmit*
Harold Spielberg*
Amber Lynn Wakefi eld*
Torry Yahn*


